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Theses calls do not aim to support operating costs.

Applicants are required to include clear and explicit references to EU and international law
and standards they will adhere to or be guided by in project design, implementation,
evaluation and monitoring and explain the project rationale. Proposals are expected to
demonstrate expertise in the area and knowledge of challenges and issues.

Given the focus on supporting integrated child protection systems and capacity-building, it is
essential that proposals seek to take an evidence-based approach, selecting appropriate
models and methods, and planning robust evaluation of any new approaches. In writing the
proposal, the rationale for the choice of one or other model should be explained. Given the
focus on system changes, an integral part of all projects must be planning and implementation
of monitoring of outcomes for children, so that progress can be measured over time and
inform future policy decisions.

Article 12 UNCRC - the child's right to be heard

As well as reinforcing and respecting the child's right to be heard throughout all project
activities, where possible, and with the necessary safeguards in place, project design should
involve children who are service users. Review processes should also involve children or
young adults who previously accessed services for victims. This means embedding the
child’s right to express his or her views freely in all matters affecting the child as well as the
child's right to be heard in any judicial and administrative proceedings affecting the child, in
accordance with Article 12 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. As
well as reinforcing and respecting the child's right to be heard throughout all project activities,
where possible, and with the necessary safeguards in place, project design should include
involve children who are service users. Review processes should also involve children.

Moreover, proposals must seek to facilitate and ensure children's effective participation and
their right to be heard, in line with the Council of Europe child-friendly justice guidelines,
which state that "All professionals working with and for children should receive necessary
interdisciplinary training on the rights and needs of children of different age groups, as well
as on proceedings that are adapted to them. Professionals having direct contact with children
should also be trained in communicating with them at all ages and stages of development, as
well as with children in situations of particular vulnerability".

In 2015, the Commission published its study on legislation, policy and practice on child
participation in the 28 Member States of the EU. The child-led part of the research
documents the direct and immediate benefits for children as a result of their participation, as
well as wider benefits including empowerment and involvement in decisions that affect them,
inclusion of marginalised children, active citizenship, better decision- and policy-making by
adults and better services for children. The study resource catalogue provides a compilation of
resources identified during the research that can be filtered by age group/type of
participation/geographical scope/sector/setting or vulnerable group.

! See bibliography example


http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx

The Commission study on children's involvement in criminal, civil and administrative judicial
proceedings documents legislation and policy on the treatment of child victims, including
their right to be heard, in the 28 Member States of the EU. The FRA study on child-friendly
justice reports on the situation of child victims/witnesses from the perspective of primary
research including interviews with judicial and other professionals.
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